
Pastor’s page: Human misery and the silence of God 

“Like a lamb led to the slaughter or a sheep before the shearer, he was silent and opened not 
his mouth.” Isaiah 

Jesus dies quietly. His words from the cross, few as they are, are not taunts or invective. 
Rather they are words of forgiveness and submission to God. The taunts come from the 
onlookers: if you are the son of God, come down from there! Publicly humiliated and 
brutalized, Jesus is shamed before the world in his nakedness and degradation. 

Before Pilate and Herod, and the educated elite; priests of the temple in Jerusalem, he offers 
little defense. ‘You have said so’, he tells Pilate when questioned about kingship and 
authority. No eloquent address or debate. 

Jesus lives out the words he has spoken collected for us in the sermon on the Mount in 
Matthew’s gospel (Ch.5). Not an eye for an eye and a tooth for tooth. “But I say to you, offer 
no resistance to one who is evil. When someone strikes you on your right cheek, turn the 
other one to him as well…” Not hatred of the enemy but rather “I say to you, love your 
enemies, and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your heavenly 
Father, for he makes his sun rise on the bad and the good, and causes rain to fall on the just 
and unjust.” 

After the immense tragedy of the Second World War, the millions of lives lost both innocent 
and combatants, and the unspeakable horror of the Holocaust, Christian and Jewish 
theologians struggled for an understanding of God. Where was God in Auschwitz and Dachau 
and Birkenau? Where was God in the concentration camps?, they asked. 

Jesus died in silence; unwilling to return evil with evil or bring about a violent answer to the 
violence that was being done to. People of faith can be scandalized by the cross, and the 
suffering and pain and evil that are so pervasive in our world. We can ask why in our personal 
journeys; the question that the book of Job in the Hebrew Scriptures addresses. Why do good 
things happened to evil people? Why do good people die young and disappear? Why doesn’t 
God intervene? Cancer and heart disease kill millions. Malnutrition and starvation destroy life 
daily. Brutal and senseless wars rage around the globe. Earthquakes and tidal waves 
devastate entire countries. Where is God? 

‘Why do you not act oh God,’ we implore like the psalmist? 

The resurrection of Christ is God’s definitive answer. God speaks loudly. God speaks 
powerfully and mysteriously. Good triumphs over the greatest enemy of all, death itself. The 
death of Jesus Christ, and in his victory, God conquers our own deaths. “Oh death where is 
your sting? Oh death where is your victory?” 

For some reason beyond human comprehension, God allows his loved ones to suffer and die. 
Good and evil battle for ascendancy every day. Evil seems to be very much the stronger force. 



But in the end, life wins out over death and good conquers evil always. The resurrection of 
Christ, and the destruction not only of his death, but of your death and mine, is God’s 
powerful Word of love. “Who can save me from this body doomed to die, (St. Paul wonders; 
and then answers his own question) Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!”  

Peace, Father Bruce  


